
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

October 28 ð 29, 2011 
L.E. Franks Tourist Center 

501 S. 7th St. 
Raymondville, Texas 
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www.wildinwillacy.com 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 

Butterflies, scissor-tail flycatchers, dragonflies, 

javelinas,nilgai, white tail deer and even the Ferruginous 

Pigmy Owl are among the diverse species of wildlife that 

are part of Willacy Countyôs natural treasures. 

 

In 1999, a committee of the Raymondville Chamber of 

Commerce had the vision and foresight to begin 

celebrating and promoting the natural treasures that are 

contained in ranches of Willacy County and surrounding 

areas, through the creation of Wild in Willacy. 

 

Access to some of these private ranches is available to 

festival guests through scheduled guided tours. Wild in 

Willacy offers many opportunities for bird-watching, wildlife 

viewing and photography. 

 

Along with nature tourism, heritage tourism has become 

an added attraction to the festival. Willacy County is 

surrounded by ranches that still work cattle by cowboyséa 

dying tradition in this day in age. Cook offs are held with 

teams showing off their best ñTaste of Willacyò entries 

cooking their ñpan de campoò, meats, and beans in 

traditional dutch ovens and open fires just like in the old 

days. Contests, demonstrations, and entertainment will be 

held at the festival grounds. 

Festival Head Quarters 
L.E. Franks Tourist Center 

501 S. 7th Street 
Raymondville, Texas 78580 

 

Raymondville Area 
La Quinta Inn & Suites            1-800-SLEEPLQ 
 Ask for Wild in Willacy Package             (956) 689-4000 
 
Americaôs Best Value Inn & Suites 1-888-315-2378 
 Ask for Wild in Willacy Package   (956) 689-5900 
 
Antlerôs Inn     (956) 689-5531 
 
Best Western Raymondville  1-800-528-1234 
      (956) 689-4141 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  

Willacy County Art League Gallery 

Trade Show 

Childrenõs Program 

  The L.E. Franks Tourist Center will serve as the focal point to 

arts and crafts. There will be jewelry makers, purses, and much 

more for guests to enjoy. Exhibits from Texas Department of 

Agriculture, U.S. Fish and Wildlife, Texas Parks and Wildlife, 

Valley Nature Center, the USDA, and others will also be available. 

 

  Wild in Willacy offers an educational and hands on program 

for children of all ages. Arts & Crafts, marine touch tanks, 

dinosaur bone digs, honey bee exhibits, live reptiles, and so 

much more will be on hand for the children to experience. The 

Childrenôs Program will take place inside the Raymondville 

Historical Museum on FRIDAY ONLY!  

 

  The Willacy County Art League Gallery will be displaying the 

work of talented local artists. It will serve as the hub for all 

amateur Wildlife & Heritage photography and poster contest 

entries. Amateur photographers as young as five years old will 

participate in the photography competition. Willacy County high 

school students are encouraged to express themselves using 

different mediums of art in the poster contest. The gallery will 

be open for guests on Friday & Saturday (October 28-29). 

 

El Tecolote Ranch Tour   7:00 am 

Sal del Rey     4:00 pm 

    El Tecolote Ranch (Hunke Ranch) offers a look at a 

unique ranch that demonstrates practices in ranch 

preservation and native habitat restoration. The Hunkeôs 

have an exotic wildlife breeding program and have 

expended tremendous time and energy to add a spectrum 

of eco-systems to their ranch. The ranch is a prime location 

to see an abundance of deer, javalinas, armadillos and  

ponds where water birds are readily seen. 

 

The tours of the unique Salt Lakes are always popular. 

These Lakes of South Texas at one time made Sal Del 

Rey the most valuable piece of land in the region.  Both 

history and wildlife are a big part of this natural wonder 

with history dating back to 1536 and with wildlife such as  

and birds such as curlews and other diverse shorebird 

species making these lakes their home. The glistening of 

the lakes is a magical site against the sunôs rays. 

 

Willacy County Historical Museum 
  Tours of the museum will be available for guests to enjoy on 

Saturday, October 29. In addition to viewing the many exhibits of 

the museum, guests will have an opportunity to shop at a 

rummage sale in the Historical Museum Auditorium. 




